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Ski Resorts in New Mexico Near a 
Casino 

TRAVEL TIPS(/) Amie Comeau, Demand Media 


The northern mountains is where many pueblos offer gaming, but 
the Inn of the Mountain Gods in Ruidoso is also a treasured 
vacation spot. Skiing in New Mexico often includes sunshine and 
high sierra powder. The closest major airport to any New Mexico 
skiing is in the city of Albuquerque. Casinos are located on the 
mountain, or within a short drive from the ski lifts. 

Sante Fe 

The state capital of New Mexico is Sante Fe. In the center plaza of Sante Fe, local artisans gather 
to sell their jewelry and art. Casinos in the area include Buffalo Thunder and Santa Ana Star 
casinos. The Santa Fe ski mountain is on a 12,000-foot peak that borders the Pecos Wilderness in 
the Santa Fe National Forest. Views from this peak on a clear day include an ancient volcano. 

Ski Apache 

The southern mountains of Ruidoso, New Mexico, are located at the top of Sierra Blanca, the 
highest peak in the southern Rocky Mountains. Ski Ruidoso, or Ski Apache offers terrain parks for 
snowboarding as well as skiing. Most of this mountain is considered advanced level skiing. The 
Mescalero Apache tribe runs its casino 24 hours a day from Thursday to Sunday. 

Taos 

Taos pueblo is in the northern mountains and can reached by car from Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
or Albuquerque. This ski resort does not provide trails for snowboarding. The closest casino is the 
Taos Mountain Casino. There are several lodges with rooms for rent on the road up to the ski resort 
or in the center of Taos, New Mexico, closer to the casino. 

Sandia 

The closest ski resort to Albuquerque is the Sandia Peak ski resort. This small resort may not 
receive snow as regularly as other mountains in the area but has greater access to the many 
casinos around Albuquerque. The Sandia Resort and Casino and the Hard Rock Hotel and Casino 
both accommodate overnight guests. 

Sipapu 

Sipapu, a small ski resort between Taos and Sante Fe, caters to families and beginning skiers. The 
Santa Claran Hotel and Casino in Espanola, New Mexico, are a quick drive along the way to this 
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smaller, more intimate mountain. Call for current conditions before traveling to ski at Sipapu resort. 
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